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IWQM POLICY AND STRATEGY FOR SOUTH AFRICA



POLICY OUTLINE – SUMMARY OF POLICY STATEMENTS
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TROPHIC STATUS OF 393 SA DAMS
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CORE STRATEGIES FOR EUTROPHICATION MANAGEMENT



OPERATIONAL STRATEGIES FOR EUTROPHICATION MANAGEMENT
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SUPPORTING STRATEGIES FOR EUTROPHICATION MANAGEMENT
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PRIORITY AREAS TO BE ADDRESSED

✓ Addressing non-compliance of WWTWs to the phosphorus standard of 1 mg/ℓ 
orthophosphate;

✓ Feasible and appropriate Waste Discharge Standards (WDSs) should be developed and 
implemented;

✓ The Receiving Water Quality Objectives Approach must be operationalised - calculation of 
Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs) for dams;

✓ The role and feasibility of technology to treat nutrient-laden wastewater should inform 
processes to improve eutrophication management.  The Best Practicable Environmental 
Option (BPEO) should be implemented;

✓ Compliance monitoring and enforcement must be intensified to deal with unlawful and 
non-complying water uses;

✓ Better cooperation with government, private sector and civil society roll-players needs to 
be put into action; 

✓ The introduction of zero-phosphate detergents into South Africa should be pursued, linked 
to consumer education; and

✓ The rehabilitation and restoration of affected water resources, including the 
implementation of bio-remediation initiatives in dams should be supported.
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